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Directorõs introduction 
 
 

The last couple of years have been ones of considerable debate around 
the future of Senate House Library, which has been the subject of some 
major reviews. The process passed a significant milestone in May when 
the Universityôs Board of Trustees endorsed a recommendation of the 
Collegiate Council, that the Library should continue to be run as a 
collectively owned but centrally managed resource, integrated with the 
libraries of the School of Advanced Study. A new five-year plan has 
been agreed, involving greater collaboration with the Colleges, and the 
achievement of a manageable cost base by making best use of new 
technology. The increasing availability of digital resources will make it 
possible, over time, to reduce space costs, but without sacrificing 
important research collections for which there is no digital surrogate.   

 
I believe this is good news for everyone concerned: for the Colleges and SAS, who will continue to 
benefit from their stake in the shared resource, for staff, who have endured much uncertainty, and most 
importantly for users, who should be assured of the Libraryôs ongoing availability. Delivery of the plan will 
call for continuing close attention to costs, but the Colleges have agreed to meet some transitional sums 
involved in its implementation. The story is told more fully on the SHL website at 
http://www.shl.lon.ac.uk/news/refocus.shtml. 
 
While this is an important piece of news with long-term value, users may be more 
immediately concerned by the forthcoming changes associated with the next stage of 
the project to rewire Senate House. The south end of the building will be handed 
back soon, so there will be another major moving exercise to reoccupy it, while 
clearing the middle and north parts. We will have to operate as a split site for about 
15 months, with part of the Library at each end of the building and a construction site 
in between; we will also be moving three of the Institute libraries into Senate House, 
from Commonwealth Studies, Germanic & Romance Studies, and the Study of the 
Americas. Full details, and timetables for any periods of closure or inaccessibility, will 
be posted on the website and through the Library; as always, staff will do their best to 
minimise inconvenience. We understand that the upheaval is disruptive, but we will at least be beginning 
to see the benefits, in a lighter, brighter space where the work has been finished. Having it all like that 
will be something to look forward to around the end of 2010. 
 
David Pearson 
Director, University of London Research Library Services 
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User Services Spotlight  
Alumni plus  
Senate House Library is pleased to announce our exciting new membership, 
Alumni Plus. This is available to all graduates and retired staff of the University of 
London. It provides offsite access to much sought-after databases, including: 
 
Á EEBO: Early English Books Online (full text)  
Á ESTC: the English Short Title catalogue (ESTC, Wing, Pollard & 

Redgrave etc)  
Á IngentaConnect  
Á JSTOR: trusted archives for scholarship (full text)* 
Á Making of the Modern World: Goldsmiths' - Kress Library of Economic Literature 1450-1850 (full 

text)  
Á Oxford Dictionary of National Biography  
Á Victorian Popular Culture 

 
*Please note Senate House Library is also participating in a pilot project until 31 December 2009 with 
JSTOR who, for the first time, are allowing access to university alumni to their rich collection of full-text 
resources. 
 
In addition to the databases Alumni Plus has the benefit of providing the loan of up to eight books at a 
time. Alumni Plus is available for just £148+Vat (£170.20) for a calendar year and can be arranged from 
the Membership desk in just a few minutes. 
 
If you are interested in finding out more about Alumni Plus, please call the Membership Services Team 
on  020-7862-8440 / 8439 or contact them by email  shl.membership@london.ac.uk 
 
Other Alumni Options are also available. Please visit our website  
http://www.ull.ac.uk/library/alumni.shtml for further details. 
 

 
 

Message for Finalists  
A message to all Library members finishing in May /June 2009 - please remember to return all items and 
clear all fines before your membership expires. If you have any problems with your account or have a 
general query please contact the Membership Team  shl.membership@london.ac.uk. Users who 
continue to have unpaid fines and/or unreturned books will have the appropriate sanctions invoked in 
line with their Collegeôs regulations. Sanctions can easily be avoided by immediately returning any books 
on loan and settling outstanding fines. 
 

 
 

For Graduates Moving to a Taught Postgraduate Course  
Students moving to a taught postgraduate course within the University of London are entitled to free 
reference access throughout the summer. Please present your acceptance letter from your accepting 
institute at the Membership desk. Borrowing membership is also available over this period on payment 
of £30.00 + VAT. Once you have formally registered with your course you will be entitled to full 
borrowing rights as a student of the University of London. 
 
On behalf of the staff at Senate House Library, we wish all finalists every success in the future. 
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EThOS Project 
 
What is EThOS?  
EThOS is the Electronic Theses Online Service which launched in January 2009. It is a ñCentral Hubò for 
theses produced at UK Higher Education Institutes; a ñone stop shopò designed to make accessing UK 
theses easier and faster. 
 
How does EThOS work?  
Accessing a thesis is a simple process via the EThOS homepage http://ethos.bl.uk  
 
First of all, it is necessary to register with the service. This is done, after reading and accepting the terms 
and conditions, by creating a password and entering name, email address and contact details. Once this 
stage is completed it will be possible to log in to the site and begin viewing and/or ordering theses.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By using the search function to locate the desired thesis you will be able to download and view the work 
immediately, if it has the status ñAvailable for immediate downloadò. However, if the status is ñNot 
available for immediate downloadò you will be able to place an order for this work to be digitised. This 
will trigger an automated request for the thesis which, if it is from one of the participating University of 
London institutions, will be processed at our Depository Library in Egham. From there the hard copy is 
sent to the British Library. They will complete the digitisation and email you to confirm that the thesis is 
ready for download.   
 
Unprecedented demand  
Over 11,000 of the most requested UK theses were digitised in order to seed the repository prior to 
going live as a service. More than three thousand of these were supplied by Senate House Library on 
behalf of the University of London. Since then the service has proved incredibly popular and the 
unprecedented demand has exceeded expectations. In the first six weeks of operation EThOS received 
more requests for scanning than in an entire year of the previous microfilm service. For this reason the 
digitisation of requested theses is taking longer than originally expected. However the British Library are 
taking measures to process the outstanding orders and shorten the current turnaround time. 
 
University of London and Senate House Library participation  
In January EThOS moved from project phase to becoming an ongoing service. Researchers have been 
able to request theses beyond the initial number selected to launch the site. In order for a thesis to be 
digitised however the home institution must first have signed up to the EThOS service. There are also 
different levels of institutional participation which in some cases affect how the cost of digitisation is 
covered - whether by the institution (ñopen accessò) or by the researcher. Within the University of 
London each college chooses its own level of participation with EThOS - a list of the institutions taking 
part, including those from the University of London, is available on the EThOS homepage at 
http://ethos.bl.uk/HEIList.do (Continued on next page.) 
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(Continued from previous page.) The University of London currently maintains 
two copies of higher degree theses - one at the college and one at the Depository 
Library (Senate House Library). At present it is the Senate House Library copy 
that is being supplied for digitisation. You may therefore find the physical copies 
of some thesis titles unavailable while they are being digitised. The catalogue 
records for these items will show their location as ñThesis Digitisation Projectò. If 
you require access to one of these theses it may be available for download from 
the EThOS site. If the thesis is not yet available on EThOS it may be possible to 
view the archive copy. (Enquiries should be directed to the appropriate college or 
institute library as shown on the catalogue record.) Further information about how 
to find an alternative physical copy may be found by clicking on the link ñThesis 
Digitisation Projectò on the catalogue entry for each thesis. 
 
More information on EThOS may be found under the FAQ section of the site http://ethos.bl.uk/Faq.do 
and on the EThOS Toolkit www.ethos.ac.uk 
 

 
 

David Pearson takes up new post  
David Pearson has recently taken up a new post as Director of Libraries, Archives and 
Guildhall Art Gallery, for the City of London. We wish him every success in his new role. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Senate House Library Blog and Twitter  
Along with our existing Facebook page, we now have a blog where 
users can follow Library news and information. The blog, which is 
available from http://senatehouselibrary.blogspot.com provides a 
more informal environment than the main website 
http://www.shl.lon.ac.uk plus the option for reader dialogue and 
comment. The blog is not designed to replace the main website 
but to act as an adjunct to it. The official place for important 
announcements will continue to be the main website. 
 
Online social networks are becoming increasingly popular, 
especially with students, and provide a useful way of keeping in 
touch and discovering new services.  
 

The Library is keen to 
reach out to new users, as well as current members, using these online 
platforms which are a growing part of many peoplesô lives. As a result we 
are now also on the popular micro-blogging, social networking site 
Twitter. Twitter users can come and join us at 
http://twitter.com/SenateHouseLib 

 
Both the blog and Twitter page are live and being updated, although we 
expect them to become more active in September when the new intake 
of students arrive. 
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Discover databases  
Electronic Enlightenment  

 

 
 

This new subscription offers online access to 18th-century letters. It provides access to over 53,000 
letters and documents in French, German and Italian, as well as English, and the possibility to cross-
search letters from nearly 6000 correspondents. 
 
The letters from the best critical editions feature almost 230,000 scholarly annotations from over 80,000 
document sources, including manuscripts and early editions. Electronic Enlightenment has an expanding 
network of external links to other online resources - from Chambers' Cyclopaedia to the Oxford 
Dictionary of National Biography. 
 
The database builders have developed a useful set of information categories, from dates and names to 
textual variants - including any piece of information that might contribute to our understanding of the 
documents. The data captured within these categories adds value to the existing content of Electronic 
Enlightenment by offering the option of creating intricate networks of connections between the 
documents. 
 
(Continued on next page.) 
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Not all of the source editions, however, provide information matching every one of Electronic 
Enlightenmentôs categories and there is considerable variation in the levels of information provided 
within any one category. 
 
For example, one edition might provide one-line biographical notes to only the most easily identifiable 
authors and recipients while another edition will provide rich biographical entries that identify even the 
most obscure people. 
 
One of the ongoing tasks is to fill-in missing information and incorporate all editions within the range of 
categories. Sometimes this can be accomplished by linking one edition (which has missing information 
in a category) with others that do have this information. At other times it is necessary for Electronic 
Enlightenment to generate the necessary information by interconnecting editions and documents in new 
ways. 
 
 

Navigation Bar: (also 
available on the public 
pages) general 
information About EE, 
Contributor and 
Subscriber services, and 
Contact details. 

Menu Bar: 
access the full 
functionality of 
the subscriber 
area. 

Page Tabs: browse People 
or Documents, or search 
either across all the 
correspondence (Full 
search) or using a specific 
citation (Print reference). 
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Special Collections Focus 
Exhibitions and displays at Senate House Library  

 
Visitors to the Special Collections Reading room in the Small 
Hall (Senate House, ground floor) will notice the changing 
displays. 

 
Recent exhibits have included newly acquired material from 
the M S Anderson Collection of Writings on Russia Printed 
Between 1526 and 1917, works celebrating the birth of John 
Milton and the death of Robert Owen as well as watercolour 
illustrations from the late eighteenth and early nineteenth 
century. 

 
How are these exhibits selected and displayed?  
The Rare Books Librarian, Karen Attar, co-ordinates the 
displays according to an annual schedule, which 
corresponds to notable anniversaries and events, the 

acquisition of new collections and major conferences or seminars in the School of Advanced Study. The 
exhibitions include drawings, archives, manuscripts, historic printed maps and artefacts, all of which 
illustrate the range of our Collections. Books are shown with descriptive captions to provide contextual 
information and explain the significance. 
 
Selecting display material is the first of several stages. Senior Conservator, Angela Craft (assisted by, 
Alexandra Bruce), assesses the display suitability of each item. They note its physical condition and if 
the original is too fragile to be exhibited create a facsimile to be 
used instead. 
 
Great care is taken to ensure the facsimile looks and feels like the 
original. Fragile items can include old photographs, which are 
sensitive to fluctuations in temperature, light and humidity. 
Facsimiles make it possible to show different pages from a 
particular book, to display bulky items that will not fit into a display 
case or are too precious to be allowed out of the library. 
 
In July 2008, the Institute of English Studies had a week-long 
international conference on óThe Evidence of Readingô. In addition 
to providing an exhibition in the Small Hall pictures of relevant 
books were mounted on panels in each of the conference rooms. 
 
Even an apparently robust looking book over 100 years old may be weak at the joint and has to be 
displayed with care. Maps or single sheet material are supported on museum mount board. 
 
The Conservation Team monitor the environmental conditions in the display case to ensure that the 
temperature and relative humidity conform to the requirements of individual items. When the display is 
taken down the physical state of the works is reassessed and recorded. 
 
Requests are often received for the loan of items for external exhibitions and the same rigorous care is 
demanded for the loan to be approved. 
 

  shl.specialcollections@london.ac.uk  020 7862 8470 
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