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Directorõs introduction 
 
The life of Senate House Library was much dominated last year by preparation for, 
and speculation about, the review of the Library undertaken by CHEMS 
Consulting. The review was received by the Universityôs Collegiate Council in 
December and a report of the outcomes is on the website 
www.shl.lon.ac.uk/news/shl_review.shtml. A final decision on the way forward has 
been postponed until spring 2009, while more work is done on some of the 
options, but meanwhile it is important to make progress with saving costs, to 
reduce the substantial deficit.  
 
Spring 2009 will also see the start of the next phase of Senate House 
refurbishment, when the central section of the building, and the Tower, will be 
rewired. This will involve another big set of moves around Easter, and the creation 
of a temporary split-site Library with part in the south block and part in the north. 
We will be putting more details of the arrangements, and any periods of disruption, 

on the website as soon as possible ï the precise timetable is currently being worked out with the contractors. 
 
2009 is therefore going to be a challenging year for us, but letôs also recognise the good news. The start of the 
next phase of refurbishment means the end of the first one, so we will soon be able to move back into a 
lighter, brighter south block, with refreshed Library space on floors 3-6. We will also implement the long-
planned move of three Institute libraries ï Commonwealth, Germanic, and the Study of the Americas ï into 
Senate House Library, meaning that these collections 
will be available alongside related material already in 
SHL.  
 
Libraries exist for their users and I know that staff 
across the Library share that philosophy. We are here 
to provide the best service we can with the resources 
available, and we will be keeping those principles very 
much in mind as we work through the outcomes of the 
review, and the next set of moves. Whatever it is that 
brings you to the Library ï a particular book, an e-
journal, a period of concentrated study on a chapter of 
your thesis ï I am sure you will continue to find us a 
reliable and helpful place to take forward your work. 
 
David Pearson 
Director, University of London Research Library Services 
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User Services Spotlight  
 

Membership  
 
British Psychological Society an d Sconul Band A Members  
Membership Services is pleased to announce that BPS research students (Phd and Mphil) and academic staff 

in possession of a Sconul Access Band A card can now exploit the benefits of 
both memberships. 
 
If you are already a member of the BPS and have a Sconul Access Band A 
card, please present your Sconul Access band óAô card at the Membership 
Desk and we will be able to update your membership accordingly. This type of 
membership will allow four book borrowing at no charge on top of the already 
substantial resources you receive as a BPS member.  
 
Pre-Registration for Senate House Library  
Senate House Library has 
introduced pre-registration web 
forms for prospective users. 
Prior to turning-up at the 
library, prospective users can 
fill out some basic information 
which will contribute to their full 
registration when they arrive in 

person at the library. So if you know someone who wishes to 
use Senate House Library, please direct them to the pre-
registration forms on our membership web page. 
 
To find out more about the membership charges for the 2008 - 
2009 session please visit our website or click on the following link: 
www.shl.lon.ac.uk/library/membership.shtml. Additionally, if you would like to find out more about your own 
membership details or how to renew your membership, please email:  shl.membership@london.ac.uk or 
call us on  020 7862 8440.  

 

 
 

Building work  
Due to the ongoing building work, which is 
now also being carried out in the tower, the 
fetching of some stack books may take slightly 
longer than usual. 

 
This is because staff carrying out stack 
fetching duties on certain floors must wear 
protective gear (safety hat, high visibility vest 
and safety boots) for Health and Safety 
reasons. 

 
More information about stack fetch times can be found on our website: 
www.shl.lon.ac.uk/library/servicesandfacilities/stackservice.shtml.  
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New Senate House Library Bags  

The new style Senate House Library premium 
quality bags are now available to buy from the 
Circulation desk. These bags are constructed 
from a heavier fabric than the regular ones. 

 
The bags also feature an exciting new design, 
an image of Senate House library, in a 
fashionable colour. 

 
The bag is on sale for £10.99 from the 
Circulation desk. We can also sent to you by 
post. (UK P & P £2.50 extra). Please see our website for details: 
www.shl.lon.ac.uk/library/servicesandfacilities/consumables.shtml 

 
 

 
 

Pcounter  update  

Pcounter is our new system for photocopying and printing. It was introduced at the end of 
last year. Users can purchase credits, which are stored on their membership card. The 
advantage of this system is that users can add credit as they wish and use any printer / 
copier connected to the system. Users can also copy from any of these machines, which are 
located throughout the Library. The cost is 5p for a single black and white A4 sheet. 
 
There have been some teething problems with the Top-up Kiosk software as well as network 
delays printing out some documents at peak times. We are working to resolve these issues 
and will keep you informed. For further information please ask at the Circulation desk. 
 

 
 

Red Nose Day 13 March 2009  
 

In the spirit of Red Nose Day, 13 March 2009, we will be 
handing over all our fines on that day to charity. 

 
Although we would never encourage users to build up fines, 
at least on 13 March users will know that their fines are going 
to a noble cause! 

 
ñIn schools, offices and homes across the land, everyone 
wears - you've guessed it - the latest Red Nose and does 
whatever tickles their fancy to raise cash. Red Nose Day 
culminates in a night of hilarious comedy 
and moving documentary films on BBC One 

é All this funny business unites the whole nation in trying to make a difference to the lives of 
thousands of people living in abject poverty, or facing terrible injustice, both across Africa 
and in the UK.ò  
 
 
More information about Red Nose Day 2009 can be found at: www.rednoseday.com 
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Recent acquisitions  
Recently acqui red books in our collections include:  
 
 

You Shall Surely Not Die: The Concepts of Sin and Death as Expressed in the Manuscript Art 
of Northwestern Europe, c. 800-1200, by Jill Bradley. 
 
óThis book shows the shifts in ideas as to what constitutes sin, the merging of eschatological 
death with sin and a new emphasis on physical death, thereby giving new insights into 
medieval thought and culture.ô 
 
http://catalogue.ulrls.lon.ac.uk/record=b3093459  

 

 
 

The Oxford History of English Lexicography, edited by A P Cowie. 
 

These substantial volumes present the fullest account yet published of the lexicography of 
English. 

 
http://catalogue.ulrls.lon.ac.uk/record=b3098395  

 

 
 

The Science of Compassionate Love: Theory, Research, and Applications, edited by by Beverley 
Fehr, Susan Sprecher and Lynn G. Underwood 

 
ó15 original essays on ñthe science of compassionate loveò é The contributors work in a variety 
of disciplines ï social psychology, communication, health science.ô 

 
http://catalogue.ulrls.lon.ac.uk/record=b3094818  

 

 
 

Gay Male Fiction Since Stonewall: Ideology, Conflict, and Aesthetics, by Les Brookes 
 

óThe conflict between assimilationism and radicalism that has riven gay culture since Stonewall 
became highly visible in the 1990s é This book places post-Stonewall gay fiction in context by 
linking it to theoretical and historical developments since the late nineteenth century. 

 
http://catalogue.ulrls.lon.ac.uk/record=b3094621  

 

 
 

Religious Fundamentalism: Global, Local and Personal, by Peter Herriot. 
 
óPeter Herriot has written a remarkably comprehensive study of fundamentalism around the 
world.ô 
 
http://catalogue.ulrls.lon.ac.uk/record=b3094751  
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Theory of Mind: How Children Understand Othersô Thoughts and Feelings, by Martin J. 
Doherty. 

 
óFor more than twenty years, ñtheory of mindò has been a fast-growing area of research in 
developmental psychology. Martin Doherty provides an up-to-the-minute summary of this 
now vast literature, including clear analysis of the various theoretical debates. This 
splendid book will prove invaluable to established researchers as well as newcomer 
students.ô 

 
http://catalogue.ulrls.lon.ac.uk/record=b3094847  

 

 
 
The Evocative Object World, by Christopher Bollas 
 
óThis erudite neo-Freudian study explores how each individual develops an idiom of the 
unconscious, a personal way of conveying one's inner experiences.ô 
 
http://catalogue.ulrls.lon.ac.uk/record=b3097613  
 

 
 
Search engine society, by Alexander Halavais 
 
óSearch engines have become a key part of our everyday lives. Yet while much has been 
written about how to use search engines and how they can be improved, there has been 
comparatively little exploration of what the social and cultural effects might be. Like all 
technologies, search engines exist within a larger political, cultural, and economic 
environment.ô 
 
http://catalogue.ulrls.lon.ac.uk/record=b3097633  
 

 
 

Gilded Mansions: Grand Architecture and High Society, by Wayne Craven 
ó 

óThe Gilded Age of America (1865-1918) saw the sudden rise of the country's first High 
Society, including such prominent families as the Astors, Whitneys and Vanderbilts. As 
an aristocracy based on fortunes recently acquired, these families endeavoured to live 
like Europe's nobility, shedding Puritan restraint as they joyously flaunted their new 
wealth-especially where their homes were concerned.ô 

 
http://catalogue.ulrls.lon.ac.uk/record=b3098525  

 

 
 
The New Age of Terrorism and The International Political System, by Adrian Guelke. 
 
óDid the 9/11 attacks on the US usher in a new age of mass-casualty terrorism and war on 
terrorist groups é ? Adrian Guelke questions whether terrorism has evolved into a new form of 
political violence or whether it remains essentially unchanged, with violent acts by small groups 
pursuing their struggles against ñimperialismò and the West.ô 
 
http://catalogue.ulrls.lon.ac.uk/record=b3099469  
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Blake and Conflict, edited by Sarah Haggarty and Jon Mee. 
 
óThis new edited collection examines the diverse ways in which Blake engaged with conflict 
as both a productive and a destructive force. It contains an excellent line-up of contributors, 
including Saree Makdisi, Morton D. Paley and David Worrall. It examines Blake's later works, 
both visual and verbal, as well as his better-studied 1790s output. It adds to our 
understanding of Blake's radicalism, by recalling his circulation within a variety of other social 
and cultural contexts.ô 
 
http://catalogue.ulrls.lon.ac.uk/record=b3099979  

 

 
 

Hitler's Private Library: The Books That Shaped His Life, by Timothy W. Ryback. 
 

óIn Hitler's Private Library Timothy Ryback turns Hitler's reading into a way of reading Hitler ï his 
mind, his obsessions, his evolution. It's an original and provocative work that adds valuable 
context to the skeletal and mystifying historical record.ô 

 
http://catalogue.ulrls.lon.ac.uk/record=b3098047  

 

 
 

Hate On The Net: Extremist Sites, Neo-Fascism On-Line, Electronic Jihad, by Antonio Roversi 
 

óTerrorists, subversive political groups and gangs with violent agendas have found an easy and 
convenient means to promulgate their messages of hate ï cyberspace. Whilst debate about the 
use of the internet by extremist groups rages around governments and media alike, little has 
hitherto been presented as analysis of the websites themselves.ô 

 
http://catalogue.ulrls.lon.ac.uk/record=b3096448  

 

 
 
The Declarations of Havana, by Fidel Castro, analysis by Tariq Ali. 
 
óIn response to the American administration's attempt to isolate Cuba, Fidel Castro delivered 
a series of speeches designed to radicalize Latin American society. As Latin America 
experiences more revolutions in Venezuela and Bolivia, and continues to upset America's 
plan for neoliberal imperialism, renowned radical writer and activist Tariq Ali provides a 
searing analysis of the relevance of Castro's message today.ô 
 
http://catalogue.ulrls.lon.ac.uk/record=b3061226  

 

 
 

Performing Race and Torture on the Early Modern Stage, by Ayanna Thompson. 
 

óPerforming Race and Torture on the Early Modern Stage challenges the long-standing 
assumption that early modern conceptions of race were radically different in their fluidity from 
post-Enlightenment ones é how many of the debates we continue to have about the nature of 
racial identity were engendered by these seventeenth-century performances.ô 

 
http://catalogue.ulrls.lon.ac.uk/record=b3089323  
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