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Directorõs introduction 
 

They say thereôs no such thing as bad publicity and Senate House Library 
has had more than its usual share this year.  The ongoing review looking at 
the Libraryôs future and funding has prompted articles in The London 
Student, Times Higher Education, The Independent on Sunday and Time 
Out, and the Save Senate House Library group on Facebook now has over 
2000 members.   
 
The strong message from the Facebook members ï which has been 
echoed by other campaigns and communications ï is that SHL is an 
essential and much valued resource for thousands of students and staff 
across the London Colleges.  Having just ended another academic year 
during which use figures have once again risen from many Colleges, itôs 
easy to say ñwe know thatò, but the impact is much stronger when it comes 
from outside.  We would like to thank not only the Facebook and other campaigners, but also the many people 
who have made representations in Colleges and elsewhere to feed into the review process.  Right now, the 
review is still very much ongoing and a report is not due until December, but I do know that those positive 
messages have been received and absorbed.  Please keep them coming. 

 
Another issue which is increasingly on our planning horizon is 
the next phase of building works in Senate House.  The 
rewiring of the South Block is due to end later this year, after 
which we can reclaim some areas of the Library (including 
the Goldsmithsô and Middlesex South reading rooms, and the 
stacks on the floors above).  We will also have to vacate the 
middle section of the building so there will be another big 
move-around; the institute libraries for the Americas, 
Commonwealth Studies and Germanic Studies will be moving 
in to SHL as part of this operation.  We will once again, 
therefore, have to ask our users to adapt to a new temporary 
layout.  The moves in August 2007 proceeded smoothly, all 
things considered ï with thanks to staff and users alike ï and 
I hope that we will be able to repeat that experience.  We are 

working on the timetable at present and will keep everyone posted, via the website and notices in the Library 
in the usual way. 
 
David Pearson 
Director, University of London Research Library Services 
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User Services Spotlight  
 

Membership  
 
Free Access for Overseas  Academics  
Senate House Library is happy to announce that free 
annual reference is now available to all overseas 
academics and research postgraduate students. Therefore, 
it is now possible (on production of a departmental letter, 
photographic identification and proof of address), for 
academic staff and research students from overseas to 
have annual reference free of charge. 
 
Graduate Rate  
The membership services department would like to 
announce that after a one year freeze on our 
Graduate/Alumni membership rate, an uplift has been 
introduced for the financial year 2008 - 2009. The previous rate of £100 for annual borrowing has now been 
increased by £5 making the new rate £105.  
 
To find out more about the membership charges for the 2008 - 2009 session please visit our website or click 
on the following link: http://www.shl.lon.ac.uk/library/membership.shtml. Additionally, if you would like to find 
out more about your own membership details or how to renew your membership, please email:  
shl.membership@london.ac.uk or call us on  02078628440.  

 

 
 

Phones  

October 2008 will see the introduction of a new service allowing you to renew your books 
automatically over the phone. The service provides a quick and easy way to renew books 
and operates 24 hours a day, 365 days of the year, so you don't need to worry about the 
Library being open. 
 
To use the new service call  020 7862 8500 and have your library card with you as you 
will need the membership number that is printed on the front of the card.  

 

 
 

Pcounter  

During the next few weeks the service will be implementing a new system for photocopying 
and printing. This will involve purchasing credits that will be stored on your membership card 
for you to use when you need them. You will be able to copy at any of our print/copy 
machines that are located throughout the Library and price will be reduced to 5p for a single 
A4 sheet. 
 
To use this new system you will need to have a membership card with your photograph on it, 
so please ask at the Circulation Desk if you still need to get a new one. 
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Senate House Library Facebook page   

 
The way users find information is changing. In recognition of 
this Senate House Library now offers a Facebook page. Our 
Facebook page is a handy place to find information about the 
Library without having to leave Facebook. 
Through our page users can click on convenient links to the 
Senate House library website and search the catalogue. The 
Facebook page also has useful search links to SUNCAT and 
WorldCat. 
 
The page is designed to compliment rather than replace the 
main website page, which will still be the place users should 
go for information regarding the collection and our range of 
services. The Facebook page acts as another point of entry 
into the Library and provides an opportunity for users to share 
feedback. In addition to this users can enjoy all the social networking features of Facebook. 
 
Feel free to pay us a visit and show your support by becoming a fan  
 

 
 

Wanted -  your views on our  website  
 
Over the coming weeks we will be looking at the SHL website with a view to 
ensuring that it meets users' needs and expectations. We would like to know 
which parts you like, which parts you dislike, how you find your way around 
the website, what you think is missing or where you would like more 
information - in short, anything that could improve the user experience for 
you.  All website users are invited, indeed encouraged, to submit comments 
via http://www.shl.lon.ac.uk/library/contacts/feedback.shtml (there's a link at 
the bottom of most pages) and indicate if you would be willing to give us 
more in-depth comments. Your views are really important to us and will 
make a difference. 
 

 
 

Academic Liaison Librarians at Senate House Library  
 

Senate House Library provides specialist staff who can help you get the most out of the libraryôs print and 
digital collections. 
 
óAcademic Liaison and Research Support Librariansô perform a number of key roles for library users: 

Á Liaising with academic staff about the resources required to support teaching and research. 
Á Developing the collections through the purchase of new books, journals and electronic resources in 

particular subjects.  
Á Helping readers in their research by answering specific enquiries and delivering training sessions. 

 
If you have a general enquiry you can ask at the Information Centre  020 7862 8461, which is always 
available during opening hours. You can also contact the Librarian for your subject directly to discuss your 
specific needs and arrange an appointment if necessary. As there have been some changes recently a 
complete list is provided on the next page. 
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List of Academic Liaison Librarians at 

Senate House  
 

 

Subject  

 

 

Librarian  

 

Email  
 
 

Anthropology David Clover david.clover@london.ac.uk 
Archaeology Ross Woollard ross.woollard@london.ac.uk 
Archives & Manuscripts Richard Temple richard.temple@london.ac.uk 
Art Shereen Colvin shereen.colvin@london.ac.uk 
Book Studies Mike Mulcay michael.mulcay@london.ac.uk 
Classical Studies Ross Woollard ross.woollard@london.ac.uk 
Comparative Literature Sarah Burn sarah.burn@london.ac.uk 
Cultural Studies Mike Mulcay michael.mulcay@london.ac.uk 
Economics David Clover david.clover@london.ac.uk 
English Sarah Burn sarah.burn@london.ac.uk 
Film & Media Colin Homiski colin.homiski@london.ac.uk 
French Christine Anderson christine.anderson@london.ac.uk 
Geography & Environmental Studies David Clover david.clover@london.ac.uk 
Government Publications Julie McCaffery julie.mccaffery@london.ac.uk 
Health Studies Mura Ghosh mura.ghosh@london.ac.uk 
History Ross Woollard ross.woollard@london.ac.uk 
History of Science, Technology & Medicine Shereen Colvin shereen.colvin@london.ac.uk 
Italian Christine Anderson christine.anderson@london.ac.uk 
Latin American & Caribbean Studies Christine Anderson christine.anderson@london.ac.uk 
Law Angela Boots angela.boots@london.ac.uk 
Linguistics Sarah Burn   sarah.burn@london.ac.uk 
Maps David Clover david.clover@london.ac.uk 
Music Colin Homiski colin.homiski@london.ac.uk 
Palaeography & Manuscript Studies Mike Mulcay michael.mulcay@london.ac.uk 
Philosophy  Mura Ghosh mura.ghosh@london.ac.uk 
Politics  David Clover david.clover@london.ac.uk 
Portuguese Christine Anderson christine.anderson@london.ac.uk 
Psychology Mura Ghosh mura.ghosh@london.ac.uk 
Rare and Early Printed Books Karen Attar karen.attar@london.ac.uk 
Religious Studies Shereen Colvin shereen.colvin@london.ac.uk 
Sociology David Clover david.clover@london.ac.uk 
Spanish Christine Anderson christine.anderson@london.ac.uk 
United States Studies Shereen Colvin shereen.colvin@london.ac.uk 
Victorian Studies Mike Mulcay michael.mulcay@london.ac.uk 
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EThOS & the thesis digitisation project  
 
Electronic Theses Online System, EThOS, is a new website being launched later this year which will bring the 
UK to the forefront of international e-theses provision. EThOS will be an online repository providing free 
access to a growing collection of selected UK postgraduate research degree theses and promises to be a 

significant contribution to the 
global knowledge pool. 
 
The first stage of the project has 
been to digitise over 11,000 of the 
most requested theses in the UK. 
Senate House Library, on behalf 
of the University of London, is 
supplying over 3,000 of these 
theses which will be used to 
launch the EThOS service. 
 
This system will enable 
researchers to search EThOS and 
to access the full text of 
electronically stored theses. As 
well as providing online access to 
thousands of theses from around 
the UK, for users of the selected 

University of London theses, this new process will transform the way such material can be consulted as it will 
be possible for theses, which currently have a delivery lead time of two days from our Depository Library in 
Egham, to be downloaded onto the desktop within minutes. Once the website is launched, the next stage will 
be an ongoing service co-ordinated by the British Library through which theses will be digitised in response to 
requests by researchers. This service will replace the former practice whereby requested theses were sent to 
the British Library for microfilming. 
 
Currently you may find some theses titles unavailable as 
they are in the process of being digitised. The catalogue 
records for these items will show their location as ñTheses 
Digitisation Projectò. If you require access to one of these 
theses before the online version becomes available it 
may be possible to view the archive copy and enquiries 
should be directed to the appropriate college or institute 
library as shown on the catalogue record. If you are 
unsure which college or institute holds this thesis please 
consult staff in the Information Centre. If the thesis you 
require was completed as part of the University of 
London's External Programme please contact the Theses 
Project Officer at peter.rose@london.ac.uk who will 
arrange for a copy to be made available.  
 
EThOS is scheduled to be online for the beginning of the 
2008/2009 academic year. There will be an update on 
this in the next newsletter or for further information see 
http://www.ethos.ac.uk where the EThOS Toolkit answers 
many of the questions associated with the project. Also 
check our website for news updates as they become 
available http://www.shl.london.ac.uk. 
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Recent acquisitions  
Some of our significant recent acquisitions i n the print 

collections include:  
 

The Columbia Encyclopedia of Modern Drama, Edited by Gabrielle H. Cody and Evert 
Sprinchorn. 

 
http://catalogue.ulrls.lon.ac.uk/record=b3088635  

  

  
   

The Columbia Granger's Index to Poetry in Anthologies: Thirteenth 
Edition Edited by Tessa Kale. 
 
The thirteenth edition of this reference work locates over 70,000 poems by title, first line, 
author and subject, also by last line, plus last line indexing for 10,000 of the most frequently 
anthologized poems. 
 
http://catalogue.ulrls.lon.ac.uk/record=b3088637  

 
 
An anthology of Jewish-Russian literature: two centuries of dual identity in prose and poetry / 
edited, selected, and cotranslated, with introductory essays by Maxim D. Shrayer. 
 
http://catalogue.ulrls.lon.ac.uk/record=b3088224  
 

 

 
 

Encyclopaedia of world constitutions / edited by Gerhard Robbers. 
 

This three volume work contains an A-to-Z section, each entry begins with an "At-a-Glance" 
box that summarizes the governmental system, the legislative system, the date of the 
original constitution, the date the constitution was last changed, and suggestions for further 
reading, including sources for the text of the constitution in English and in the original 
language; glossary and index. 

 
http://catalogue.ulrls.lon.ac.uk/record=b3067780  

 
 
Whore biographies, 1700-1825 / editor, Julie Peakman; consulting editors, Alexander Pettit, 
Patrick Spedding. Westport, Conn: Greenwood Press, 20 
 
óAcross eight meticulously edited volumes, this two-part collection of carefully selected and 
extremely rare texts focuses on autobiographies and biographies of courtesans, directories 
of whores, erotic poems dedicated to harlots, jocular descriptions of prostitutes and jest 
books on strumpets. These provide invaluable primary sources for the study of sexuality, 
gender, women's studies and the literature and history of the eighteenth century.ô 
 
http://catalogue.ulrls.lon.ac.uk/record=b3090243  
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